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Plant Thought Extinct Since 40's Found In Presidio

Environment & The Green Beat
SAN FRANCISCO (CBS 5/ AP) — A San Francisco native plant thought extinct by botanists has been discovered near the Golden Gate Bridge.

The last, wild Franciscan Manzanita was believed to have perished in the 1940s when the city cemeteries where it grew were moved south to
allow for neighborhood expansion.

But when construction crews recently cleared eucalyptus trees in the city's Presidio area, it exposed the only specimen known to exist in the wild.

Botanist Daniel Gluesenkamp spotted the manzanita shrub as he drove over the Golden Gate Bridge. He later visited the site to confirm his
sighting—the first in nearly 70 years.
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The Wild Equity Institute has filed a petition with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect the plant under the Endangered Species Act. Franciscan Manzanita, shown
here, was recently found in the
Presidio.
(© 2009 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. The Associated Charles Webber/California
Press contributed to this report.) Academy of Sciences
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